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     Although there are many books that discuss the theories of evolution and creationism, this 
415-page encyclopedia is unique in emphasizing the people and places that have played an 
important role in the evolution-creationism debate over the years. Over 500 scientists, religious 
leaders, organizations, and locations are discussed. Access to the main part of the text is 
alphabetical by entry, although a detailed index is provided. Entries range from as few as 30 
words to over 6 pages, with mid-length to longer descriptions being more common. Less familiar 
individuals or places are present, but only if they played an important role in the evaluation-
creationism controversy. Entries are well written, descriptive, and take an objective tone. Text 
predominates, although approximately 80 illustrations are included, consisting primarily of 
photographs of key individuals or places. More illustrations would be preferable, but space 
constraints likely limited their inclusion in this single-volume encyclopedia. References are 
occasionally provided at the end of an entry, but there is an extensive bibliography of 160-plus 
references at the end of the book. The references serve to provide additional reading on a topic or 
entry and for the most part do not attempt to document primary literature. An appendix provides 
a brief guide to the sites of the Scopes Trial, but in this reviewer’s opinion, it does not provide 
much value. Overall, this book meets its stated goals and is recommended for a general audience 
through first-year college students.—Kevin McDonough 
 
 
